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About the Social Justice Coalition

• The Social Justice Coalition (SJC) is a democratic, mass-based social 

movement that campaigns for the advancement of the 

constitutional rights to life, dignity, equality, freedom and safety for 

all people, but especially those living in informal settlements across 

South Africa. 

• Some of our recent campaigns have been directed at the South 

African Police Service and the City of Cape Town.



The campaign for dignity in informal settlements 



• Since early 2010, SJC has campaigned to raise awareness of the City of Cape Town’s 
failure to plan and provide dignified and adequate sanitation for informal settlements.

• The City claims there are constraints that prevent the provision of more permanent 
sanitation infrastructure. These include if informal settlements are:

▪ On privately owned land
▪ Highly dense
▪ Under powerlines
▪ In a road or railway buffer zone
▪ In a floodplain
▪ Outside the urban edge
▪ In a high noise zone
▪ In an area with water bodies or retention ponds

• SJC acknowledges that constraints exist in some areas

• Some constraints may make it difficult to provide permanent infrastructure and 
sanitation but its not impossible

The campaign for dignity in Informal Settlements 



• By the end of the 2014/2015 financial year  45 210 toilets had been provided 
to informal settlements in Cape Town

• Of these 45210 toilets, 66% are temporary

• These include chemical toilets (13,05%), container toilets (13,71%), and 
portable flush toilets (PFTs) (39,44%). 

• These are seen as culturally and socially unacceptable, pose health and 
safety risks, and result in a lack of privacy and dignity.

• In Khayelitsha, 83% of informal settlements were established over 15 years ago

Some facts on informal settlements in Khayelitsha 
and Cape Town



Struggle for dignity in Cape Town's informal settlements: the facts
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Towards dignity for informal settlements 

Government (Cities) must, through sufficient and meaningful 
participation, develop a reasonable City-wide plan for the 

provision of clean, safe and dignified sanitation services to all 
informal settlements in Cape Town. That plan must be linked to 

budgets and reasonable timelines.

This cannot be done without prioritizing land tenure security and 
meaningful community participation


